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Prime Minister. This man has in his time played
many parts ; he has professed all political and most
theological creeds ; he has been alternately the sworn
foe and the salaried agent of Russia, and his one guid-
ing principle has been his own advancement. When
he fell from office in 1880, he made a remark, which
has become historical, that he wanted "neither
Russia's honey nor her sting." Prince Alexander
had been convinced by this brief experience of consti-
tutional government, that he could not work with his
Parliament Accordingly, on the 27th of April, iSSi,
he executed a coup d'etat, suspended the Constitution,
made a Russian General Ernroth his Premier, and
demanded irresponsible power for seven years,
threatening to resign unless he obtained it A packed
Assembly granted him his demands, and in July the
Prince, under the auspices of Russia, was absolute
master of the country. Two more Russian generals
were sent from St. Petersburg to u uphold his prestige/5
and representative institutions were only preserved
by " a small Assembly/1 which had no function save
that of voting the budget.

But the Prince soon found that he was not master
in his own house. His Russian ministers plainly
told him that they took their orders from the Czar,
and Alexander III. had the greatest dislike for his
cousin. Bulgaria after the coup d'etat was as much a
province of Russia as if she had been annexed to the
country. The President of the Council, the Minister
of War, the Chief of Police, the Governor of Sofia,
and three hundred superior officers in the army were
all Russians. The Russian Agent, M. Hitrovo,